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in this direction, which, however, proved insufficient. More
recently, with the aid of a method entirely different from that
which my first attempts had followed, I have been able to solve
the problem in a more satisfactory manner. Researches led to
an absolutely original process, which yields the perfume of flow-
ers directly in uncolored form of exceeding delicacy, surprising
quality of character and absolute yield.
Consequently, the colorless essences of flowers have made
rapid headway in fine perfumery, in which they have rendered
valuable service.
The process has ben applied with the same success to obtain-
ing in non-alcoholic form essences of product other than flowers,
such as uncolored essence of oak moss, violet leaves, labdanum,
etc., which has created for these products new and interesting
openings.
It would seem that the method of volatile solvents, in the
perfection of which I have endeavored to arouse interest, realizes
all that can be desired. But the progress is indefinite, its limits
recede in proportion as investigation tends to make them access-
ible. There is no problem, industrial or scientific, the solution of
which does not raise a new problem. More especially my re-
searches into the formation and the evolution of the odoriferous
components of the plant led to the question whether Nature has
not been too parsimonious in the distribution of her perfumes.
In other words, we may ask whether it would not be possible
to modify the chemical processes of life in such a manner as to
make the flower more generous. This suggestion may appear
somewhat Utopian, but if the idea makes way is it not true that
the Utopia discovered to-day will be the reality that progress
will conquer to-morrow? I have good reason for maintaining
that it will be so in the present case.
We may see that in extending the domain of chemistry and
of vegetable physiology the study of the subject of odoriferous
substances has not only been a matter of speculation, but also of